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Deaconess Work in Italy 


Frniicta ButtTz CLARK 


Three years ago, Bishop Burt decided 
that the opportune moment had come for 
initiating Deaconess work in this country, 
a project which had been under considera- 
tion for several years, but which it had 
never been possible to carry out. 

Through the kindness of a generous lady 
in the United States, the money was provi- 
ded and two young women who had _ been 
students in the Girls’ Home School, in Via 
Garibaldi, Rome, and whose character and 
attainments were well known, were sent to 
Hamburg, by kind permission of the of- 
ficers of the Bethanien Verein, to receive 
thorough training in the splendid Hospital 
at Eppendorf. 

In December, 1907, these two Deacon- 
esses, accompanied | by Schwester Elise 
Hurter, of the Bethanien Verein, a woman of 
experience and much executive ability, ar- 
rived in Rome. Suitable apartments were 
rented, in a healthful section of the city, 
and under the efficient direction of Schwester 
Elise, a Deaconess Home was opened. 
During the past year, another sister, who 
had been sent to Germany later than the first 
two, returned, making three Italian Deacon- 
esses as a nucleus for the new work. 


From the first, the services of our Deacon- 
esses have been in demand; they are highly 
respected by the physicians, under whose 
direction they have served, both for their 
nursing ability and their Christian charac- 
ter, and they have won the affection of 
those families for whom they have labored. 

In the’ summer of 1908, the Signora 
Costanza Garibaldi, wife of General Ric- 
ciotti Garibaldi, the son of the famous 
liberator of Italy, made application for two 
Deaconesses, who should go to the Island 
of Maddalena, near Caprera, the home of 
the great General and the place where he 
died. On the one hundredth anniversary 
of the birth of Gen. Giuseppe Garibaldi, a 
few years ago, the government decided to 
found a hospital in his memory, in which 
the peasants of those small isles of the sea, 
on the borders of Sardinia, could be re- 
ceived and given that care in their suffer- 
ing which they could not receive else- 
where, every provision of this kind being 
utterly lacking in these primitive places. 

The nuns were willing and ready to 
give their services in this Hospital, but 
the Signora Garibaldi preferred to have 
the work in charge of our Deaconesses. 
Fortunately, we were able to grant her 
request, and one or more of the sisters 
has been on the Island of Maddalena for 
past year. The work is hard, very fatiguing; 
it is a lonely spot, where there is little 
companionship, for the population is, to a 
large extent, composed of fisher-folk; but 
the Deaconesses have done their duty un- 
complainingly, faithfully performing all 
that was required of them, in the face of 


difficulty and, in some cases, even of 
danger. : 

Another opportunity for the Deacon- 
esses came at the time of the terrible earth- 
quake at Messina. The urgent call for 
nurses was heard in Rome. Thousands of 
wounded, suffering human beings, victims 
of the unparalleled disaster, were being 
brought north as rapidly as possible. A 
few days after the sad news came, two 
Deaconesses, Schwester Elise and Sorella 
Sofia left for Naples and were at once 
gladly received at the temporary hospital ar- 
ranged as an adjunct of the International 
Hospital, in the rooms of the German- 
Swiss Club, generously opened for this 
benevolent purpose. 

Here, for seven weeks, our Deaconesses 
worked night and day, forgetting every- 
thing but the suffering men and women, 
the frightened, orphaned children who re- 
quired their care. 

Besides all this, and much private nur- 
sing, several convalescents have been taken 
into the Deaconess Home, where . they 
have the best nursing and feel the refined, 
Christian influence of these faithful laborers 
for Christ. 

Of the necessities for Deaconess work in 
Italy, it is difficult to write in such limited 
space. They are many and urgent. The 
influence is so broad-reaching that its limits 
go far out into the unknown future, nay, 
into eternity itself. The bodies healed, the 
souls comforted, the Gospel of Jesus ex- 
emplified, the evangelical religion taught 
in such a way that it touches the hearts of 
hundreds of persons, and through whom an 


ever-widening circle of influence goes on 
and on—these are the rewards of the 
Deaconesses for their unselfish, patient 
labors of love. 

Italy is a Roman Catholic country, and 
the nuns are almost the only nurses who 
find entrance into houses, or even into 
hospitals. Even when other young women 
take the training course for nurses, they 
are frequently of a type which works for 
money, rather than for higher, nobler 
aims. Physicians welcome sane, healthy, 
upright women who will carry out their 
orders conscientiously, whom they c.n trust. 
We believe that if we had fifty Deaconesses 
in Italy—and God grant that we may find 
these consecrated women, ready to devote 
their gifts and energies to His service— 
they could all be employed, either as nurses, 
or assistants to pastors in the different cities, 
and through them untold good would come 
to the people of this country and remark- 
able benefit to the cause of Protestantism, 
here, where Roman Catholicism predom- 
inates. 


Rome, Italy. 


